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The Civil War was Inevitable
Yes, the civil war was a conflict that was bound to happen. There existed some significant differences that made the event of war absolutely unavoidable. The differences and tensions had been postponed for a long time rather than being dealt when they arose. The social, economic and political differences between the North and the South were deep. These differences were the main triggers of the civil war. In this regard, the civil war was inevitable. 
The Southern state depended on slavery to fuel their economy. Slavery was a common and accepted practice among the Southerners. As an individual state, it had its own laws that supported slavery. In the South, there were large plantations and farms that demanded the use of manual work and therefore, the slaves were essential. While relocating to the Northern side, the Southerners wanted to take their slaves with them. They insisted that the law allowed them to and so they had to bring them along as personal property. However, the Federal government could give in to these demands. “While allowing the practice of slavery in the South itself, the Federal leaders would not allow the 'carryover' of slaves into the North” (“Was the Civil War Inevitable?” para 4). The Northerners, on the other hand, were against the idea of slavery and wanted it abolished. They were becoming more industrialized and the need for manual labor was drastically reducing. Slaves were, therefore, an unwanted burden that they wanted to do away with. The economic differences continued to increase over time. The issue of slavery and politics about slavery was the root cause of the Civil War. It fueled sharp conflicting differences and fed the drift between the two states.
The Tariff of 1828 was controversial since its inception. It highlighted serious conflicts of interest between the Northern state and the Southern state. The Tariff was designed to protect industries in the Northern state and this did not augur well with the Southern side (Suson par. 6). Imports from Britain were taxed and the Southerners had to buy goods at a very expensive price. Due to the high prices imposed on imports from Britain, the Britons earned less profit from the exports to the Northern side and so they could not afford to pay for cotton from the Southern side. This action and cascading of its effects harmed the economy of the Southern State that relied heavily on cotton.  The southerners labeled it as the Tariff of Abominations because it took a toll on their economy. The Tariff, therefore, remained an open sore that continued to feed the growing rift between the two sides. For the first time, the Tariff raised the frightening specter of Southern secession and marked a dividing line between the two sections. The Southern side began to think of itself as a separate entity and started to have mistrust about the Northern counterparts. Essentially, the Tariff was a critical ingredient in fueling the civil war.
The Northerners insisted on having a strong federal government. They wanted to have a strong Federal government that could establish and develop infrastructure for their industries. The only way the industries could flourish was if the infrastructure was proper and well distributed in the regions where the factories were situated. Conversely, the Southern side was a self- sufficient and had no need for a Federal Government. The Southern side was concerned with increasing powers of each individual state to cement the autonomous of each state. This heightened the tension between the two sides. 
The trans-continental railroad proposal by Stephen Douglas in 1854 also set a field for conflict. It also gave red lights for the end of political compromise; the Kansas- Nebraska act overturned the Missouri compromise. This heightened the tension between the two states. As a matter of fact, the inherent economic conflicts could not be resolved or contained through political diplomacy. The difference in the economic structures between the two sides signaled the inevitability of war.
It is important to acknowledge that the civil war could be avoided. If the tariffs were designed in such a way that they protected the economic interests of both the Southerners and Northerners, the economic tension would have been avoided, thus avoiding the event of war. This owes to the fact that both economies would have thrived satisfying both parties. The cotton exports to Britain would not have been affected and the Southern state would have nothing to complain about. However, the governments in the two jurisdictions were not willing to design friendly tariffs and this was the first step towards economic tension. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additionally, the Federal governments should have allowed the State governments to have more governing power. Strengthening the Federal government favored the Northerners and that did not augur well for the Southerners. A self -sufficient state with more power would have helped reduce the chances of war. “Authoritative central leadership could have helped avoid the whole situation altogether” (“Was the Civil War Inevitable?” para 6). Granting some of the demands of the Southerners would have eased the tension between the two states. The war could have also been avoided if the laws about slavery were left to individual states. Each state had a different culture and had different needs due to the difference in the economic activities. Southerners needed slaves while Northerners had no need for them, respecting the needs of each state would have lessened the drift between the two states thus avoiding war. However, each state held strong to their beliefs and would not compromise. 
In conclusion, the Civil war was inevitable. The Southern State depended on cotton to fuel the economy and so the need for slave labor could not be overlooked. The Northern state was becoming more and more industrialized and the need for slave labor was nothing but a burden. The abolishment of slavery was, therefore, something they could debate about; slave labor was no longer important. Political compromise also enabled the two states to live peacefully and co-exist. The end of political compromise, therefore, provided a ground for war as the two states could not agree amicably on anything. Furthermore, the Tariff of 1828 only protected the needs of the Northerners. It left out the Southerners whose economic backbone was agriculture. It hurt the Southern economy and this could not just pass without fueling war. There were too many factors, differences, and opinions that made the war inevitable; these were both political and economic. 
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